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You have finally finished writing your article. You’ve sweat over your choice of words and agonized about the best way
to arrange them to effectively get your point across. You comb for errors, and by the time you publish you are
absolutely certain that not a single typo survived. But, the first thing your readers notice isn’t your carefully crafted

message; it’s the misspelled word in the fourth sentence.

Typos are terrible. They are annoying, undermining your intent, causing your resume to land in the “pass” pile,
or providing basis for an army of disgusting critics. Frustratingly, they are usually words you know how to spell, but
somehow skimmed over in your rounds of editing. If we are our own harshest critics, why do we miss those annoying

little details?

The reason typos get through isn’t because we’re stupid or careless, it’s because what we’re doing is actually very smart,
explains psychologist Tom Stafford, who studies typos of the University of Sheffield in the UK. “When you’re writing,

you’re trying to convey meaning. It’s a very high level task,” he said.

As with all high level tasks, your brain generalizes simple, component parts (like turning letters into words and words
into sentences) so it can focus on more complex tasks (like combining sentences into complex ideas). “We don’t catch
every detail, we’re not like computers or NSA databases,” said Stafford. “Rather, we take in sensory information and
combine it with what we expect, and we extract meaning.” When we’re reading other peoples’ work, this helps us arrive
at meaning faster by using less brain power. When we’re proof reading our own work, we know the meaning we want to
convey. Because we expect that meaning to be there, it’s easier for us to miss when parts (or all) of it are absent. The
reason we don’t see our own typos is because what we see on the screen is competing with the version that exists in our

heads.

Generalization is the hallmark of all higher-level brain functions. It’s similar to how our brains build maps of familiar

places, compiling the sights, smells, and feel of a route. That mental map frees your brain up to think about other things.
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Sometimes this works against you, like when you accidentally drive to work on your way to a barbecue, because the

route to your friend’s house includes a section of your daily commute. We sometimes become blind to details because

our brain is operating on instinct. By the time you proof read your own work, your brain already knows the destination.

1. The word ‘typos’ in paragraph 2 may mean

A. living necessities

B. habitual mistakes

C. spelling mistakes

D. prompt actions

2. According to the author, all of the following aspects of typos are irritating Except:

A. destroying the plan once made

B. staining the CV prepared carefully

C. driving the rival crazy

D. offering something critics can comment on

3. Itis implied in the paragraph 3 that

A. some subcomponents may be overlooked

B. the task is not easy to be finished

C. meaning is more important than detail

D. nothing can be compared with writing in complexity
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4. Some spelling mistakes are easily made because

A. such is human nature

B. people are sometimes careless

C.toerris human

D. The meaning in writing is familiar

5. In some cases, we fail to take into account the detail because

A. we are less intelligent than other people

B. our brain usually works intuitively

C. we respond to something too quickly

D. what is thought is not always true
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You have finally finished writing your article. You’ve sweat over your choice of words and agonized about the best way
to arrange them to effectively get your point across. You comb for errors, and by the time you publish you are
absolutely certain that not a single typo survived. But, the first thing your readers notice isn’t your carefully crafted

message; it’s the misspelled word in the fourth sentence.

Typos are terrible. Z—fZ R H 4 They are annoying, undermining your intent, causing your resume to land in the

“pass” pile, or providing basis for an army of disqusting critics. 28 — @& R 4k Frustratingly, they are usually words

you know how to spell, but somehow skimmed over in your rounds of editing. If we are our own harshest critics, why do

we miss those annoying little details?

The reason typos get through isn’t because we’re stupid or careless, it’s because what we’re doing is actually very smart,

explains psychologist Tom Stafford, who studies typos of the University of Sheffield in the UK. “When you’re writing,

you’re trying to convey meaning. It’s a very high level task,” he said. 28 =& £ 4 &b

As with all high level tasks, your brain generalizes simple, component parts (like turning letters into words and words
into sentences) so it can focus on more complex tasks (like combining sentences into complex ideas). “We don’t catch
every detail, we’re not like computers or NSA databases,” said Stafford. “Rather, we take in sensory information and
combine it with what we expect, and we extract meaning.” When we’re reading other peoples’ work, this helps us arrive
at meaning faster by using less brain power. When we’re proof reading our own work, we know the meaning we want to

convey. Because we expect that meaning to be there, it’s easier for us to miss when parts (or all) of it are absent. 25 PU &t

Z R H 4 The reason we don’t see our own typos is because what we see on the screen is competing with the version that

exists in our heads.

Generalization is the hallmark of all higher-level brain functions. It’s similar to how our brains build maps of familiar
places, compiling the sights, smells, and feel of a route. That mental map frees your brain up to think about other things.
Sometimes this works against you, like when you accidentally drive to work on your way to a barbecue, because the

route to your friend’s house includes a section of your daily commute. We sometimes become blind to details because
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our brain is operating on instinct. 58 FREE R H AL By the time you proof read your own work, your brain already

knows the destination.

ES& iEd

HREAS—REXE, ATHERABEWHT, RERSL, BHEE, TEXESH, BELATRIER. &5, F~MF
WERECH A REHIKE AR, FMURIE, FRXERRZMN, RFHEL, FRXEBAEMHEER. R
T, FREEE B RERINARRBEOITERN X TRE, MRXESNGHBIAH 5HIR.

BILHIEEIA Y R, BN ANUE, RTINS, SHATIRE, BB #SF RS NMERKPFRR, NfliTR4t
AR Ak, IEANHEEKR, RERRRAFRMENAHE, EEFR=BNRMBELTES, BREALHLDH
Wi TARENEIR . IRBATE TR RFTZMITE, BN L ELIREA LN R ?

G iEAEE (Tom Stafford) R—ROHEER, EXEEBFE/RMERZ (University of Sheffield) B FAHEENEERIX —
WER . MFRE, HEENEERZFTURE, ARFANBAMBREE AL, TEREABRN M EELERKREN T . A,
“UIREE LERN, RIEEZNEEXEMEREMER, MRLAENFRNMHERE )L 7

B PTE RERAES, KBS RERE, KERNEAEFZFEGLE, NMEPBERERES . WKWK,

NFREBAERATHRERES, THATREAS, FEXERERRIRES. “BIAIEE R
W, FABMIGEAR R, WARKEEEZF (NSA) KEEE, "HilEfsiE. Mk, RIOASERRESEE,

RJE R RIS BB FARLSS, HTRBUCCE S 3o " BRATBT TR ALE S, X — SRR & BRI WA,

PRFERWMCERE . THRAERNS B OHRCER, RIOISRME R CBEELEMH2BE. ERML, RAVMERAEL
BXERRIE S MBRITBAERBHNERRE N, RIERR LE L EAR EEN RN NE AR
7

B KIFTA B AR — KR R . AN ITHZREZ e, GEGENER. WEMRE—#. 2
FRSEHE (mental map) BUATUABBURKI KM, ibVREHHMERE. EX—IIRA RN EN SRR, BEIRARIT
BEEMEFESE, —A/NOE BRI, FOAEERI AR RIZFBERE T IRTN L FIEBRER—s. &
MZ U ATSTMAR, REABRIMNKAMEEERAEBE . DRERSN E R, RERHCEmET“E K
" BTEE - X WU AT AR A S8 A 5 B R SCE HOAR IR - B E AT ARE R SO P M RA AR &5, (B ARATTT =
PR AR SRR — IR EFTHIARE, BrUMRIS EIMERIERIAT, AR RLH s HE.
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